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SOMETHING FISHY
ABOUT THIS

After 24 years of service, we 
are announcing the retirement of 
the original Coastal Fishes of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Over its life time, this publication 
has helped many folks identify 
their “finned” buddies and 
initiated countless conversations 
concerning these fascinating 
creatures.

But alas, it’s time has come to 
“swim off to the big library in the 
sky” – actually it is past due. 

In its place, Andy Lamb, Phil 
Edgell and Harbour Publishing 
are pleased to announce a second 
edition. We have worked 
tirelessly over the last few years, 
to create a new edition -- one for 
the 21st Century— It is currently 
in production and arrives this 

month. Contact your favorite 
book seller, for your copy, then 
bring it to the lodge on your next 
dive trip with us for your 
personalized autograph !

We have retained many of the 
popular features from the 
original, but have added 80 new 
species. Also colour images 
appear throughout, appropriately 
with each species account. For a 
majority of  fish, multi 
photographic spreads are 
presented, illustrating 
adult/juvenile, male/female and 
colour variations.   
What excites us most are the 
excellent contributions to this 
new version by many 
photographers and interested 
“fish geeks” who we have met 

over the years. Their enthusiastic 
inputs into edition 2 have helped 
create what we think will be a 
valuable reference for years to 
come.
 While the fish themselves 
remain virtually unchanged, very 
many things that affect their 
world have.  One positive change 
that has occurred over the 24 
years is a growing awareness of 
the marine environment in 
general. Pacific Northwest fishes 
represent “poster children” of 
increasing public concern about 
the future of our coastal region. 
As avid “ichthyo-naturalists”, we 
at Cedar Beach and 49th Parallel 
Dive Charters invite you to visit 
us and enjoy “fish watching” 
with a new reference to help you 
identify them and learn more 
about them.  Lets watch fish 
together. And we will have 
copies of edition 2 available for 
you to add to your library -- and 
“autographs” too.  
  
  
EXPLORATION – THE VERY 
ESSENCE OF DIVING

For as long as SCUBA diving 
has existed, the lure and thrill of 
exploring beneath the water’s 
surface is literally what it is all 
about. From Jacques Cousteau 
and Sylvia Earl to each of us, for 
our own individual reasons, 
descending into a liquid world to 
find out “what is down there” is 
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obviously why we become 
divers. Each dive reveals 
opportunity for new and different 
experiences for each of us.

Whether a dive is the 
“umpteenth”repeat visit to a 
popular site or the very first time 
at a new locale, something new 
seems to appear, as if by magic, 
to renew our sense of why we do 
this amazing activity. However, 
an initial dive at a place not 
previously experienced is truly 
the epitome of exploration. 
Everything about it is novel and 
unknown to us. 
As often as possible Peter and 
Andy refresh their urge to 
descend to the unknown at a new 
site in the Salish Sea. The 
primary goal is to discover that 
next fantastic place that is a 
“feature dive” for our guests. 
Sometimes the place we choose 
is not worth a second look – in 
our opinion -- but on other 
occasions, we find a “dandy”. At 
times we find a location that has 
biological significance, such as a 
spot off Saltspring Island that 
yielded three different species of 
white sea pens. At other times, it 

is the discovery of an interesting 
artifact. Andy found a special pot 
off Reid Island that is being 
readied for a trip to a museum for 
a serious historical determination 
process. From an initial report, it 
appears to be significant.

We think that these “dives of 
discovery” would also make a 
great option for our motivated 
guests. Using charts, tide tables, 
books, experience and “educated 
guess work”, together, we could 
select a site or two that would be 
worthy of exploration. By 
injecting one or two of these new 
sites into a trip that also includes 
some established feature dives, 
we think a booking with us 
would gain a heightened sense of 
adventure. We would appreciate 
any comments on this idea. 

Officially REEFers 

  Cedar Beach and 
49th Parallel are pleased to 
announce that we are now an 

official “Project REEF Field 
Station”. Project REEF was 
founded in 1990 with the initial 
goal of involving volunteers in a 
fish monitoring program in the 
Caribbean. It has expanded over 
the intervening years into an 
organization that now focuses on 
both coasts of North America, 
Central America, the Caribbean 
and Hawaii.  Project REEF 
provides training and 
opportunities for divers and 
snorkelers to survey fish and 
invertebrates. Divers and 
snorkelers can move from a 
novice through to an advanced 
fish watcher by accessing several 
levels of training. 
To find out more and get 
involved, goto 
http://www.reef.org/ or google 
Project REEF and access 
references, fish galleries, 
recording forms, quizzes and 
special projects. 
We are now REEF ready and 
look forward to hosting its 
motivated Pacific Northwest 
membership. The waters of the 
Salish Sea are teaming with 
species just waiting to be 
counted. In addition, Andy’s 
updated book “Coastal Fishes of 
the Pacific Northwest”  and his 
“Marine life of the Pacific 
Northwest” reference book will 
certainly help our Project REEF 
visitors with their surveys, and 
enjoyment of their dives.  

Peter, Simone, Andy & Virginia

Call or email us soon to arrange your next diving vacation. 
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